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PROGRAM 

Japanese Taiko Ensemble 

Gary Kiyoshi Nagata, director 


Renshu Daiko, composed by Seiichi Tanaka 
Rensho Daiko literally means ‘practice song.’ Played in rounds, this piece incorporates 
many traditional patterns and techniques found in Japanese taiko music. 

Iwai , composed by Kiyoshi Nagata 

Iwai or ‘celebrate’ in Japanese, is an upbeat piece depicting the lively scene of a Japanese festival (matsuri). 
The drummers shout “Yoisho” which is a call of encouragement 
when the portable shrine is paraded around the festival. 

Fuyu no Michi (Winter Road), composed by Shuichi Hidano 
This is a modern composition by virtuoso taiko player Shuichi Hidano. 

In this piece, two groups of performers duel each other with interweaving rhythms. 

Ogi Matsuri Daiko , composed by Yoshikazu Fujimoto 

Ogi is a small port town located on the southern part of Sado Island in Niigata Prefecture. The local villagers play 
this piece during Ogi Matsuri (festival) every August on taiko attached to large mobile carts. 


Giselle Chan 
Britton-Rene Collins 
Abigail Kirton 
Reina Kwak 
Arthur Li 

Keegan Manson-Curry 


Performers 


Paul Nemec 
Rina Shim 
Emily Tam 
Ivan Tapel 
Phoebe Wong 


Sher Yao 
Ben Yeo 
Yin Yin 
Yuhan Zhang 
Jane Zuchelkowski 


We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates. For thousands of years it has been the traditional land 
of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. Today, this meeting place is still 
the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to work on this land. 









University of Toronto Klezmer Ensemble 

Brian Katz, director 


Nigun L’chu N’ran’na (“Let Us Sing”) - Trad Hassidic Melody 

Segue 

Odessa Bulgar # 3/Bulgar ala Naftule - Trad/Naftule Brandwein (1884-1963) arr: the ensemble 

Umru Mayne (“My Unrest”) 

Music: Ben Yomen (1901-1970); Lyrics: Leib Halpern (1886-1932) 
arr: Brian Katz/Esther-Ruth Teel; Soloist: Esther-Ruth Teel, voice 

Der User Bulgar (“The Sweet Bulgar”) - Naftule Branwein (1884-1963) arr: B. Katz and the ensemble 

Dem Trisker Rebn’s Khosid (“The Rabbi’s Khosidl/dance”) 

Music: Dave Tarras (1897-1989); arr. for solo harp: Kayla Falkenholt 

Segue 

Bassarabian Zhok (3/8 dance rhythm) - arr: Pete Sokolov/Kayla Falkenholt 

A Yor Nokh Der Khosene (“A Year After My Wedding”) 

Isaac Reingold (1873-1903); adapted from an arrangement by Joseph Rumshinsky (1881-1956). 
Soloists: Sinem Arslan, voice; Emily Ninavaie, voice 


Performers 


Sinem Arslan, frame drum, drum set, voice Nicholas Hladio, brae 

Chiara Culmone, bass Emily Ninavaie, violin, voice 

Shaked Danieli, percussion, piano Esther-Ruth Teel, accordion, voice 

Kayla Falkenholt, harp Bailey Underwood-Doe, trumpet 

Adam Heagle, clarinet 


Klezmer, the soul music of Eastern-European Jewry, can be considered an early form of “fusion,” an amalgamation 
of Eastern-European based folk tunes/musical dialects mixed with indigenous Jewish sounds, particularly those 
rooted in the Chassidic tradition. Niginum, the wordless chant melodies of the Chassidim inform many klezmer 
pieces, as do the “yearning” melismatic outpourings of the synagogue chazzan, cantor. When klezmer arrived in 
America it again took new turns, incorporating aspects of American popular song as well as jazz. The University of 
Toronto Klezmer Ensemble performs both old and new world klezmer, embracing a living tradition that continues 
to expand. In past years, the U of T Klezmer Ensemble has performed at the Ashkenaz Festival, at Fiarbourfront, 
the Four Seasons Centre for the Performing Arts, and the Glenn Gould Studio. 


Gospel Choir 

Darren Hamilton, director 


Expect The Great, recorded by Jonathan Nelson & Purpose 

Wade In The Water ; recorded by Fisk Jubilee Singers 
Additional vocal arrangements by Darren Hamilton 
Soloist: Ismene Papadopoulou 

Faith, recorded by Kirk Franklin & God’s Property 
Soloists: George Kobty and Vannessa Gadoutsis 

Can’t Give Up Now, recorded by Mary Mary 
Soloists: Briana Lee, Anna Chung and Phoebe Wong 

Better ; recorded by Hezekiah Walker and the Love Fellowship Crusade Choir 


Performers 


Sopranos: 

Leticia Balogh 
Kayla Falkenholt 
Sophia Mackey 
Ismene Papadopoulou 
Phoebe Wong 


Altos: 

Anna Chung 
Fang Ling Hsu 
Olivia LaPointe 
Emily Morrison 


Tenors: 

Madeleine Brown 
Vannessa Gadoutsis 
George Kobty 
Briana Lee 


Basses: 

Caleb Klager 
Andrew Morton 


Rhythm Section 

Joshua Sinclair, TA/piano 
Jerome Anderson, 2nd keys 
Jamal Europe, bass guitar 
Jacob Aylward, drum kit 


Gospel Choir is the newest world music ensemble course offering in the Faculty of Music at the University of 
Toronto. The course explores various forms of Gospel music repertoire, from its roots in the African American 
spiritual to mainstream contemporary gospel choir music. Throughout the course, students develop their 
aural musicianship skills and their ability to ‘learn by ear’ through a rote style of teaching. The course 
introduces students to various aspects of vocal Gospel music including articulation, enunciation, vocal 
production, vocal improvisation, stylistic nuances and performance practices. Students leave the course 
with an understanding of the historical, social and cultural context of Gospel music, an awareness of notable 
Gospel musicians and an opportunity to engage in an authentic end of term gospel music performance. 


BIOGRAPHIES 


Gary Kiyoshi Nagata has been performing taiko in a career that spans 36 years. Apart from leading his 
professional group, Nagata Shachu, Kiyoshi is regularly invited by universities and taiko groups to present 
workshops and lectures. He has composed and performed taiko music for dance, theatre, film and radio and 
continues to collaborate with artists from all genres of music including traditional Japanese instrumentalists. 
Kiyoshi has taught taiko at the University of Toronto Faculty of Music since 1998. The U of T Japanese Taiko 
Ensemble studies and performs music based on traditional Japanese festival drumming. 

Brian Katz is an internationally acclaimed guitarist, pianist, recording artist, improviser, composer, music 
educator, and klezmer-at-large! As a performer and composer, he is noted for bringing classical and 
various world music influences to modern jazz and Jewish music, and is highly regarded as a “free” (open) 
improviser, where he blends many of his influences into coherent musical statements. Of his last solo 
recording, Leaves Will Speak , Jazz Podium (Germany) wrote: “If you want music that speaks—here it is.” 

Darren Hamilton is a musician, vocalist, arranger, songwriter, music educator, workshop clinician and music 
consultant with over 25 years of experience performing and recording gospel music. He has recorded with 
the Juno-nominated Youth Outreach Mass Choir and with the Juno Award-winning Toronto Mass Choir. Since 
2017, Darren has been the director of the PowerUp Chorale, an ensemble that is formed annually at Toronto 
Mass Choir’s PowerUp Gospel Music Workshop. Under his direction, this ensemble recently participated 
in a live recording and appears on the newly released PowerUp Gospel Live album. Darren is the founder 
and Artistic Director of the Waterloo Region Mass Choir, a community gospel choir based out of Kitchener, 
Ontario. He is currently pursuing a doctorate in gospel music education at the University of Toronto. 


Free concerts happening next week: 


U of T Percussion Ensemble: Post Reset I 

Mon Dec 2 at 12 pm, Main Floor Lobby, 80 Oueen’s Park 


Guitar Orchestra 

Mon Dec 2 at 7:30 pm, Walter Hall, 80 Oueen’s Park 


Voice Performance Class: Songs of the Season 

Tue Dec 3 at 12:10 pm, Walter Hall, 80 Oueen’s Park 


Gospel Choir 

Wed Dec 4 at 7:30 pm, Walter Hall, 80 Oueen’s Park 


PianoFest 

Fri Dec 6 at 7:30 pm, Sat Dec 7 at 2:30 pm and 
Sun Dec 8 at 2:30 pm, Walter Hall, 80 Oueen’s Park 


Please note that photography and recording are strictly prohibited 
during the performance. Kindly turn off all electronic devices 
as a courtesy to the performers and your fellow patrons. 


Follow @UofTMusic 
Visit www.music.utoronto.ca 


The Faculty of Music is a partner of the Bloor St. Culture Corridor 

bloorstculturecorridor.com 







